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This is the s tory of "Lame Paw" th e Outlaw , as to ld by 

lJ . Andrew Pr ice in the 192 6 Blue o ook . Five years ago "Lame 

d i t a stee l t r ap an" left a toe to show who had steppe n 0 u. 

bee n tbere and the toe was hung up and atter that 'the big 

track registered the identity of t he animal. Be had been 

aaking his home on Gibson 's Knob. This is not the highest 

peak in these mountains but it is well up in the rorty odd 

hundred teet and in a 'ilay 1 tis one or the most spectacular 

!eetur es of the landscape . It has been cleared on the top 

and forms a long mound covered "'i tb blUe grass. The mount-

ein 1s encircled on every side by fine blue grass rarms and 1 t 

1s tbe center ot one-or~ the finest grazing oountr~es 1n i'est 

Virginia . ... 
coun ty roads enclose it. Starting at Edray and rOl-

10Wlng tbe pike to Linwood, and turning there and traversing 

the road to Clover Creek and thence to Poage 's l..ane Bnd Warwick 
on4 ba.k t o Bdr8Y you t ravel a 01rcle of th irty-three miles. 

1 huve t riod to got 8 li s t 01' the men who made IlP t he 
b Dt that (loy After tamo Pew, and I talke .. to some who were 
In h , Dod .os Lo14 or t"l\'Glvo mon o nd twelve hounds that made 
"'I' tho hun •• 

In add1 t1on to Lhll t ovory ma n on ev a ry Side ot 

~lbeon ' . Y..nOb hll(l G boo r 1064 1n htH gun find WfiS r ee dy to tire . 

Tt .• \ e lva 1 11&t.od. \\oru: Churloo Shoe t.s, J&mes Cibson, 

'1' \ !.l lb.on , .1111. lhoon , OO llrlrs 1'ooy, nother Taoy , Doa 

• 
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Gibson, 11 . E . Poage, Ross liamriok, Carl Gibson, French Hoover. 

Henry Si mmons, ,Amos \'Iooddell, Elmer Hannah end ... dJod 16 ter: 

Roscoe Benne t t, sixteen in all. 

Of the twelve hounds, two were heroes,"Roamy", belong

Ins to James Gibson , and "Liner", belonging to Dallas Tacy. 

The standers were placed Bnd the hounds ta ken to the top 

of Gibson 's Knob, and there in the bear wallow was fresh sign 

of t he beer . The. hounds ' ,ere loosed and within a hundred 

and fi fty yards the y jumped the big bear and another f rom 

: hel.r beds in a '~';1Dd Shake Fall, near a laurel patch . Lame 

a y' s cocpanion i n crime 11 t out from there BS fa s t as he 

eo d'lay foo t to the ground a nd took with him ten hOWlds 

arui so ter as 1s known 1s going yet . It was a part of tha 
---cunning of the anc ient .bear , no doubt, to have a young rec

Ia;; be..,. h. nc<y t o dr." off such dange rs as thi s. 

i!' t . . ObQy end l1ner had been conferring over the ma tter 

6r~ t~6' knew very well the sIDsl1 bear was not the object 

o!'t~bnt . Ir It ho d not been fo r t hese wise dog s, the 

• 1, r"'o," ould hove been drown sway after the subservient 

r ';.t ... t iii/) J>6 .. kept Cor tho purpose ond Leme Pew would 

" 1 n "I b hi 0 hObO on hio pu,s broodi ng over the 

u. fl' t.. .. ~ aur round 0 hi. hig h 10 kou t . 

'I .. In r pr ,1.0 hi .. ou t. l um. Pu w \\09 too 

rat to enJoy ,,,nn1n u ho 4.01el d ... htt. t he ". uld ho \' e 

1. t.. 

• • n una . 
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r.e oould not do enything with the hounds • One good 

• wipe of hi. paw would crush a hound, but the hounds side-

'l'hey also kept him from 
stopped ond kept out of the wey. 

One hung on one flank of the big bear 
noeing rapidly . 

Each dog picked the hind leg that he 
and one on the other. 

.ben Roamy bit the leg 
was to c hew and paid attention to 1 t. 

e •• igned to him, the bear would stop and cuff him off, and 

Liner would then fasten on the leg left expoaed and the big 

brute was much harried end distressed. 

The hounds in the meentime we re giving tongue end let-

ting the hunters know the way the game was taking . The bear 

ci roled and ran about two miles until he made his last stand 

rough ground on the south side of Russell HannahLa

tero , neer the passway towards Slaty Fork . 

The chase ceme near the place wbere wames Gibson and 

Charles were standing , and the hunters, who were close to

e-ther, both sterted to run to the hounds, ror they could 

toll t t tho hunt hed passed them and that tbe bear was at 

boy rI ghting tho bounde. The t wo hunters ran in oompany a 

11. Or .oro but thoro wa 9 this differenoe: James Gibson 

\ 

0\ 

I 

• UHY-Olaln yura old, ond or·ter tbe rirst mile 1'ound 

\ hi •••• lOUIewhot uf!ootod him though stil l sound in 

• 4 U • ObOrl I !;lh •• ta WClS in h1s twenties ond d1d 

\ _\"4 bO_ rAr " h04 \.0 run. :; olnS Mr. G1b.on slow up 

t. toOt '.0 •. IIr. ho. \.. 010w,,4 up 61uo 61l<1 s6 1<1 that he 

n 10 on .\\.h )Jr . 01'0.00 a~ ., slowor 'pooo . '1%' . 
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Jib.oO told him that it wa B so important to get that bear, 

for bim to go on where the bear waa raising the devil with 

tbe hounds , and so Mr . Sheets came to the bear. 

Lame Paw , twelve inches between the ears, was trying 

to put hi s paw on the dog , and when the paw came down the 

dog ws s elsewhere. Sheets had the following equipment: 

l i loc hester r epeating shot gun, with shell loaded with an 

ounce be ll. It seems that of late years, tha man who car-

rias a twelve guage shotgun that uses shells, eaoh contain

ing 8n ounc e o f smal l shot, may buy at the hardware at> res 

.bell. in whi ch each has an ounce ball and this ball cart

rldg~~hen sho t f rom such a shotgun has sbout the same range --
•• tho old time mount'lf1n rifle, and it is very effective 

I nit ton fo r deer an beers. 

7he bea r Bod dogs were fussing ar ound in a grown up 

beaDS lind ~bee t9 was able to shoot Lame Paw t wice before the 

f: •••• d bee r knew t he t t hat bis enemy was on him. One of 

, . 11. "on t through the body near the heart and the other 

f; '.r~ 61J.r tho boo kbonc and ranged back to the ham . The 

r \b.o ... nt. on on4 \.he (10gD ahowed their perfeot team work, 

I" C,. \. D hOIl o nd OoOglng und comi ng aga1n . 

• ' . rollo 0 but ru r G ~i lD. it w0.8 no t po9.1 1>1. to 

• \ 0 .. •• h' or tI. pr.. no. or t.hu boundu nnd Shoots , 

r • •• r.n arC'uUld \.he. bona' und ~ook Ill. po-

J'O y • • 1 • olort If' \.h. 11 rra wbdro t h o 

or \ .. 1 • or tho bf'uah t ho big brut~ p6me.~ 
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sod 8S it happened, he got rid of tbe dogs for the time being. 

No\\' 8. beer being the wisest and most timid ot animals 

1\'here ma n 1s conoerned, will no t come in shout1ng distance it 

he can be lp it, but when cornered or attacked there 1s no 8n-

i ma1 as dangerous and as ha rd to stop with a ball . In this 

case the bear, desperate ly wounded but with all his power left, 

made direct ly at the hunter as fast as he could lay his feet 

to tbe gr ound , and the bunter r efusing to be a oonsenting 

party t o his own destruction, in the space of a fraction of a 

second took aim end shot Lame Paw square between the eyes, 

end the big hunt wa s over. 

On being examined the worn cond i t ion of the teeth in-

dice t ea- an old bear.- It was as fat as fat could be and the 

:est .. as good t o tho se who like bear meat. Owing to t he late 

spring he hide wes in perfect condition, the heir being long, 

ttlck , blaCK and glossy . 

~he bear wes thougbt to heve weighed ahout five hundred 

po nd8 , ond was the second la r ges t beer thet hsd been killed on 

t. tora of Zlk , s nd that was saying a good deal for there t. b~6Q hundreds If no t t housands of beers killed in those 

or erounda . 

1b l'r vot. hou r Yioa fourteon. 1nohea betwoen the eara, 

• Ri vor ahoop killing bo.r, kI lled on 

1 0 7 • D1 ta b.un . II woa Kan. rally reforred to 

• \ • -lllon" . k ~1 .r and ~1111a .. Qn4 ho l lll:04 00 h., t r .ra ""4 _0\ .117 put ao •• rar •• ra out or ~ abeep 


